Based on data from the 2004 National Physician Survey 1 , physicians whose primary payment method was fee-for-service saw more patients per week than physicians remunerated by other methods, including salary or blended payments. This result did not change when examined according to specialty or specialty grouping (Table 1) , physician age (Table 2) Family physicians versus specialists, type of practice (officebased versus hospital-based; data not shown), or practice setting (urban versus rural; data not shown). Overall, fee-for-service (FFS) physicians saw approximately twice the number of patients per week as salaried physicians. These data provide convincing evidence that FFS physicians see substantially more patients.
There are several possible explanations for this result. However, given the increasing proportion of younger physicians who are being remunerated by sources other than FFS, a decreasing interest among younger physicians in FFS method of payment, and the results presented here demonstrating such a striking difference in the number of patients seen by each group, this issue should be examined in detail, as it will likely have considerable implications with respect to future physician supply. As large segments of the physician workforce change from FFS to non-FFS positions, it is possible the 'extra' patients may simply be seen by those remaining FFS, ultimately driving the costs of health care higher. 
